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The evolution of technology in auditing  
In today’s business world, industries are experiencing notable changes. Particularly in the 
advancement of technology. This project studies the changes that are occurring in the auditing 
field. The evolution of technology in auditing including the need for auditors within this 
transition was researched. 
Auditing dates back to the Industrial Revolution during which business activity became more 
complex necessitating oversight of financial affairs . When a company prepares their financial 
statements they need to do so with integrity. This ensures that a company is reporting a fair and 
reasonable representation of their financial position. The importance of auditing has always been 
and continues to be about the validation of a company’s integrity. This is important to investors 
and creditors when making decisions about the company. 
The methods to audit financial information has changed dramatically. This is due to an increase 
in the use of technology in the audit and increased regulation enacted to address accounting 
scandals. It was primarily the fraud that occurred in companies Enron and Worldcom that led to 
the passing of the Sarbanes-Oxley Act. 
Technology has tremendously impacted auditing. Artificial intelligence, blockchain, and robotic 
processing automation are types of technologies that help to improve an audit’s accuracy and 
show where there may be data anomalies.  
The technological innovations within the auditing field are helping to eliminate the mundane and 
manual audit tasks that can be expedited by an auditing software. With the integration of 
innovative technology, auditors are able to utilize their academic and intellectual skills to analyze 
an audit. As Vasu Yedavalli from Ernst & Young LLP said, “RPA enables the preservation of the 
human element in workplaces, allowing us to engage in relationships, activities and projects that 
are more inspiring and better aligned with an organization’s purpose.”  
In conclusion, there will always be a need for human judgement in the performance of an audit. 
The ultimate innovation includes the combination of both humans and technology. With a firm’s 
willingness to integrate new technologies into the audit process, they keep a competitive 
advantage and show commitment to their clients.
